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Tier 2 Study is Underway N

The Maryland Transportation Authority (MDTA) completed the Chesapeake Bay Crossing Study:
Tier 1 NEPA (Tier 1 Study) in April 2022, when the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued a
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Record of Decision (FEIS/ROD).

The FEIS/ROD identifies Corridor 7, the corridor containing the existing Bay Bridge, as the Selected
Corridor Alternative.

In June 2022, the MDTA launched the four- to five-year Chesapeake Bay Crossing Study: Tier 2 NEPA
(Tier 2 Study). This Tier 2 Study will evaluate the environmental and socioeconomic impacts of a range
of alternative alignments and transportation issues from the Severn River Bridge in Anne Arundel
County to the U.S. 50/U.S. 301 split in Queen Anne's County.

The range of alternatives includes a No Build alternative and a range of build alternatives including
various alignments, crossing types and modal and operational alternatives.
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

NEPA requires any project receiving federal funding or approval to assess a project’s potential impacts
to the human environment before taking action.

The MDTA and the FHWA, in collaboration with the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway
Administration (MDOT SHA), are following a two-tiered NEPA process for the Bay Crossing Study.

The Tier 1 Study, completed in April 2022, identified Corridor 7 as the best corridor for locating a
potential crossing to address congestion at the Bay Bridge. The Tier 1 Study reviewed a range of
alternatives based on a variety of factors, such as cost, traffic performance, engineering and an
inventory of environmental data.

The current Tier 2 Study will analyze site-specific alignments within Corridor 7.

TIER 1 NEPA (COMPLETED STUDY) TIER 2 NEPA (CURRENT STUDY)

“ Established the project Purpose and Need. “ Refine the Purpose and Need for a “ Include Public and Agency

“ Evaluated a range of corridor alternatives project-level analysis. involvement throughout the
across the Chesapeake Bay (and a No “ Evaluate a No Build alternative and a Tier 2 Study.
Build alternative). range of build alternatives including “ Identify a Selected

“ Included Public and Agency involvement various alignments, crossing Alternative within Corridor 7.
and comment. types and modal and operational “ |dentify mitigation measures.

alternatives.

“ Conduct engineering, traffic and
environmental analyses.

“ |dentified a Selected Corridor.
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